[13]

Si. No.
	Name of the Minerals
	Places of occurrence
	Annual exploitation in tonnes

		Name of the Block
	
1.    Graphite              Pendurthi Narasapatnam                  165

Paderu, Anantagiri, Araku

2.    Apatite                Anantagiri and Araku                      1500

3.    Quartz                 BheemiH and Anantagiri                  400

4.    Limeston*            Bheemiit, Katimkota,                       500

Anantagiri

5.    Mica                     Paderu                                                46

Flora : Nearly half of the district is covered by
forests and a considerable portion of it is reserved.
The common species available in these forests are
Guggilam (Robusta), Tangedu and Konda Tangedu
(Xytia dolabriformis), Billu or Billudu (Chloroxylon
Swietenia), Chirimanu or Yellamma (Anogeissus
accumiriata), Yegisa (Pterocafpus Martepium),
Nallamaddi or Maddi (Terminalia tometosa), and
Somi or Somidi (Soymida toprijuga). The timber
locally in demand chiefly is nallamaddi which is
formed in many areas. Bamboo is plentiful and is
practically of the non-thorny variety (Dandrocala-
mus Strlctus). A small quantity of Bambusa Arun-
dinacea also exists. A good proportion of the
forest revenue is derived from the bamboo forests.

Rivers : The important rivers in the district are
Sarada, Varaha and Thandava. There are no major
irrigation tanks but there are 3925 minor irrigation
tanks in the district. The details of the rivers are
given below.

SI. No
	Name of the .  River/Tribu-tory/Rivuiet
	Length of flow in the District
	Name of Barra-ges/Dams/Anicuts constructed
	Name of Block irrigated

1
	2
	3
	4
	5

V
	Sarada
	80Kms.
	Open Head Chan-
	Madugtila,


	
	
	nels, Channel fed
	Ravikamath-


	
	
	tanks, Raiwada &
	am, Kotapadu


	
	
	Konam Projects
	Kasimkota


	
	
	
	Yellamanchiii

2.
	Varaha
	61 Kms.
	Open Head Chan-
	Yellamanchili,


	
	
	nels, Channel fed
	Nakkapalie,


	
	
	tanks, KLR Pro-
	KotauratJa,


	
	
	ject
	Narasapatnam

3.
	Thandava
	34 Km*.
	Ravanapalli Re-
	Kotauratla,


	
	
	servoir, Open
	Nakkapalie


	
	
	Head Channels
	


	
	
	Reservoir Pro-
	


	
	
	jects
	

Rainfall : The district gets the benefit of both
South-West and North-West monsoon periods. The
annual normal rainfall of the district is 1,025mm
which is 129 mm more than the state average. The
highest rainfall is received in Araku block, and the
lowest in Nakkapalie block.

Distribution of normal
mm is given below :

rainfall season-wise  in

SI.
	
	Rainfall in
	mm

No
	Item
	
	


	
	District Normal
	State Normal

1
	2
	3
	4

1.
	South-West Monsoon
	585
	602

2,
	North- West Monsoon
	290
	203

3.
	Winter Period
	28
	18

4.
	Hot weather period
	122
	73


	
	1,025
	896

J*____2L

Changes in administrative units and com-
ponent parts : Vishakhapatnam district was not a
homogeneous administrative unit in the past and its
component parts were, at different periods of time,
under the control of different imperial dynasties,
namely, the Mauryas, Chedis, Satavahanas, Guptas,
Gangas of Kalinga, Chalukyas of Vengi, Cholas,
Kakatiyas, Reddis of Kondavidu, Recheria chiefs,
Gajapatis, Rayas of Vijayanagar, Qutfa Shahis, Mu-
ghals and Asaf Jahis, besides the local dynasties of
the Matharas, Vasisthas, Chalukyas of Elamanchi,
Velanati Chodas, Matsyas of Vaddadi. Surabhis of
Jantarunadu and Pusapatis, and Madugula zamin-
dars. This district was the biggest in the country
till 1950 when it was bifurcated. For the sake of
administrative convenience the Agency tracts of
Ganjam, Vishakhapatnam and Godavan district were
separated and constituted into an Agency division
in 1921. This division was, however, merged in the
district during the decade ending with 1931. In
1936, when Orissa State was formed, a portion of
Vishakhapatnam district and a major portion of
Ganjam district were transferred to it. The residuary
portions of these two districts were clubbed to
constitute the enlarged Vishakhapatnam district
with its headquarters at Vishakhapatnam. As this
district was subsequently found to be very unwiel-
dy, it was divided on the 15th of August 1950 into
two districts of Vishakhapatnam and Srikakulam.
After the bifurcation, the district consisted of nine